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1I_1 . (C)  Post  appreciates  the  opportunity  to  comment  on  the 
Department  of  Labor's  (DOL)  draft  list  of  goods  that  it  has 
evidence  are  produced  with  child  or  forced  labor,  (ref  A) 

For  Egypt,  the  DOL  proposes  listing  limestone  and  cotton  as 
such  goods . 

J_2 . (SBU)  With  respect  to  limestone,  Post  recently  reported 
that  there  is  evidence  that  child  labor  is  used  in  the 
production  of  limestone  in  quarries  located  near  the  Upper 
Egyptian  city  of  Minya.  (ref  B)  As  noted  in  Post's 
reporting,  however,  the  Government  of  Egypt,  in  partnership 
with  the  NGO  community,  appears  to  be  making  significant 
efforts  to  address  the  problem. 

11.3 . (C)  With  respect  to  cotton.  Post  asks  DOL  to  share  with 
it  the  basis  for  its  proposal  to  list  cotton  as  a product 
produced  with  child  labor.  While  we  are  aware  of  some  media 
reports  that  children  are  involved  in  the  production  of 
cotton  in  Egypt,  it  is  difficult  to  document  or  quantify  the 
degree  of  the  problem.  Since  receiving  the  draft  list  from 
DOL,  we  have  talked  to  a number  of  organizations  involved  in 
combating  child  labor  in  Egypt,  including  the  World  Food 
Program  and  the  Coptic  Evangelical  Organization  for  Social 
Services.  Both  were  aware  of  reports  regarding  the  use  child 
labor  in  cotton  production  in  Egypt,  but  neither  had  any 
meaningful  statistics.  Similarly,  the  quasi-governmental 
National  Council  on  Childhood  and  Motherhood  told  us  that  it 
did  not  have  statistics  on  the  use  of  child  labor  in  cotton 
production,  but  was  in  the  process  of  commissioning  a study 
to  determine  the  extent  of  the  problem. 
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